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work harder. Results in increased production were
negligible. In some respects the shock brigades
were similar to the present Stachonovitzi, except:
that the appeal is made now not so much to their
consciences as directly to their stomachs, and it
must be admitted that results have proved this,
argument more convincing than that used by the-
shock brigades.

After staying for awhile in Russia, one comes to-
understand why a small group of people is fairly
well dressed and the rest poorly and meagerly
clothed. The disparity between the skilled worker
or the engineer and the common worker is great.
The average wage of Russian workers throughout
the country is about one hundred seventy-five
roubles (between fifteen and twenty dollars) a.
month. The minimum wage is ninety roubles. En-
gineers' wages are from seven hundred to two
thousand roubles a month. Then there is another
important group, important not in the sense of
productivity but in the matter of position and com-
pensation. These are the members of the Commu-
nist Party, comprising approximately three million,
who are the best paid of all the Russian population^
Their number fluctuates for the reasons mentioned